Yard Office Kitbashing clinic 


The first thing to decide is 
How do we want the end product to look 



Do you want them positioned parallel to each other? 
Not a lot of kitbashing to do in this arrangement 
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The first thing to decide is 
How do we want the end product to look 



Maybe arrange them to form an "L" 

This presents some possibilities but why would they attach 

them there? 
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The first thing to decide is 
How do we want the end product to look 



Maybe arrange them to form an "T" 

This is the one made the most since to me because there's 
now a reason for the caboose to be joined with the boxcar, 

access. 



•Ji <5 
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We'll start with the Caboose 



Use your small screwdrivers to dismantle the Caboose 
Go ahead and take it down to the body shell as shown 


Yard Office Kitbashing clinic 


If you're going to keep the original color and lettering, 


Pre-weather it by 
lightly scraping off 
some of the lettering 



Use vertical strokes 
with the knife 
and/or a wire brush 
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Now we're going to cut off one end 



Start by gently pulling off the grab irons. 
If yours are molded on you can skip this step 
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Using a Razor Saw cut down each side 
flush with the inside of the side walls 



If you don't have a Razor Saw you can use a hobby 
knife, it will just take a little longer 


Yard Office Kitbashing clinic 


Next, use your hobby knife to cut the end free 

from the floor 



Make several passes using only slight pressure 
instead of attempting to cut through in one pass 
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Save the end you just cut off, we'll need it! 



Now trim the side walls flush with the 
floor, in my case it was a simple matter 
of cutting off the rounded corners 
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Next we'll tackle the undercarriage 



First take off the extra Then re -jnstall the body 

P' eceS shell and use it to mark 

where to cut 
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Then use the Razor Saw to cut off the end 
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Next, we ll cut the roof to length 



Again, use the body shell 
to mark where to cut the 

roof 



Then pry of the portion 
of the roof walk that 
would be cut off anyway 
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Then cut off the roof at your mark 



And check the fit on the body shell 
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Remember that Caboose end I told you to save? 



Use your hobby knife and several light 
passes to cut the door out including 
the f rame around it. 
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The next 
decision to 
make is 
where you 
want the door 
to go 



I simply 
laid the 
door on 
the side in 
several 
places 
until I 
found the 
spot I 
liked 
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Use the door to mark where to cut 



Then cut down the sides first followed 
by across the top. Again, use several 
light passes with the knife instead of 
trying to cut it in a single pass. 
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Once you've got it cut Run your knife along 

all the way through the inside wall/floor 

seam to finish cutting 
out the section 
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Test fit the door into 
the opening and file as 
necessary for a good fit 



Then glue one of the 
end pieces to the inside 
wall as a back support 
for the door 
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Glue the door in place 



option - Cut the door 
from the frame and 
leave it part way open 
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If your going to light your model 



Hold the body up to a light Glue styrene strips behind 
and check for light leaks the seams to block the 

light from leaking through 
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Now let's move on to the boxcar 



Again, start by disassembling it 
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After doing a little pre- 
weathering, remove the 
door and the top and 
bottom door runners on 
one side 


Take the removed door 
and cut off the slides 
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Turn the door inside out 
and glue it to the inside 
of the door opening to 
fill it in 


Next line up the 
caboose centered on the 
door and with the floors 
flush 
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Scribe location marks 
where the caboose will 
attach to the boxcar 


Then use your hobby 
knife and/or a file to 
remove raised details 
and flatten the area 
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Using a wire brush 
scrape along some 4x8 
and 6x8 strip styrene to 
add wood grain to it 


Then cut and glue 
"wood" strips to fill the 
upper rail and top of the 
door opening down to 
where the roof of the 
caboose will cover it 
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040x080 


corrugated metal or 
the caboose end 
)iece to fill 


Using a wire brush 
scrape along some 4x8 
and 6x8 strip styrene to 
add wood grain to it 


Then cut and glue 
"wood" strips to fill the 
upper rail and top of the 
door opening down to 
where the roof of the 
caboose will cover it 
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It's now time to glue the two pieces together. 
Notice the corner supports on both sides and the floor. 
Let this dry for a few minutes before moving it. 
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Turn the model over and 
glue the undercarriages 
back in place while 
supporting the caboose 


Then cut about 24 
cinder blocks out of 
strip styrene. Areal 
cinder block is 8x8x16. 
I made mine a little 
oversized. 
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Could also support the structure 
with 100x100 x scale 8' railroad 

ties 


.cut about 24 
locks out of 
?ne. A real 
:k is 8x8x16. 
lade mine a little 
oversized. 
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100x100 x scale 18" 


r 
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If you want to light the inside of 
the boxcar now would be the 
time to do it, before you install 
the undercarriage. Run the 
wires into the Caboose 
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Turn the model back over and check for where the 
cinder blocks don't touch the ground. Then trial and fit 
different thicknesses of styrene to see what you need 

to make it touch. 
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Homework assignment - painting 



Paint the blocks SP Paint the door filler to 

Lettering Grey match the boxcar as 

close as you can 



